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23 September 1951 H Probobly Balloon 
Pierce ; Possibly Balloon 


4 TYPE OF CBSERVATION 
0 Ground- Vi suel O Ground-Redor 


% Ain Vi svol O Alrintercept Redor 
7 RCE a a 


Woe Aheroft 
Probably Aircraft 
Possibly Alreroft 


Woe Astronomical 
Probably Astrenomicol 
Possibly Astronom!cel 


ad F-26 Pilots ~ 
& NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 
Not Reported. - b Sez 


"0.5 BRIEF SUMMARY OF pS CHTING 11. COMMENTS 
Shape was round, or was silver. It is Evaluated as a balloon. 


believed the pilots saw a radiosonde balloon. 
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The first report of this inciJent, wtich apveared in St.tus henort No. J, 
proved to be incomlete and misleadinr. Further imestiz-etion Eas corrected the 
discresencies ani the followine eccount of the incident is considered to be 
accurate, 


At an-roximately 0700 POST, two F-£6 aircraft were scranbled frum Georve Air 
Force Buse, california, on a roctine mission. the flicht was vectored to 115° 
4C8F = 53° FON by GSI. (See inclosed sverla;.) The flic'.t c ereaty ¢ the nosition 
end too: ux a headin- vowart lone Leach ialiio. at anvroxiwteiy 1766 reo. tie 
flicht revorted to CCI that trey observes an undcenticics 01.1% hich gt ls a'closn. 
The flight was 30 seconds out of Lone .e:ch Hwilo at this tie. The object a> 
neared to be in a lef: orbit at about K,000 ft. “he obfcc* cox: not te picked 
up by th: rroun: radar, however, visual contnct vas maintained, The object con- 
tinued e-left orbit and passed over tic two circraft, Stem ts were mace b: 
the F-86's to identify the otjee* but they were uncuccessfil due to the altitude 
of the object and a fuel shortare. at encroxinately 0210 or Cllé the Slirkt was 
released by the grouni controller enj they rt ete to Georye «ir Force i-se. 
The object anneared to be an aircraft wit h ot wines and trirht silver fin 

olor, ‘hen last seen the ot ject was ina lett. orbit, or circiin: to the left, 
e pilot's orinion was thet it was a syeot wing tyoe aircraft, 


At anrraci:ntely Of00 PST four additional F-56 eirersct Ww serctlcd 
~ fron George AIL to relieve the two ahova mentioned F-.6's, “The four aircraft 
solit into tvo, two-shin elements, denoted*as Flipht “-A end 2-5 on the in 
closed overla;., Flight 2-- wis vectorei to a position at 1179 %'. ans 36? 

20'!!, They arrived at this position at azrroxinetely Ucl0 and sichted. tre - 

object hirh at 1: o'clock at wkat appeared to be over luroc APL. A stoscy 

climb was mile to 43,000 ft, ani tie object was foun. to Le near lereh ACL. 

The object anrearcd to be in 2 contr sliced orbit to the ripht anc lett av £0,000 

to 55,00C ft. The two aircralt stayed in the aren for li-16 min tes before breax- 
ing off the intercent cue to a fuel shortare an! lendei at 0845 woul, The object 
apoeare? to be a swept wine aircraft 


7 


The cecond elenent of the grour, noted as Flight 2-1 
the object soon after taie-o.ff. The o.fec*™ anpeare? to 
flipht made a series of clinbin- turns uncer the object us they cliz 
ft, ‘the otject was in a wice rirht tera, At anproxinstely 0G 5 ; 
broke off the attempted intercent and returned to their Lease, This flirht re- 
ported that the objoct apnearec to te reun3 and silver. 


the overlay, observes 


No more intercents were ettemnted, At no time was the object observed on 
the radar sereea nor ws it racortec to be observed vi tgually y fron the pron 
The F-S6's, however, were contin ally trncexed by radar. 


-® 
UNCLASSIFIED. 
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UNCLASSIFIED. 
"The Fofé's Gere unstle to climb to the estimated altituce of tne 
“due to the fict that they vere curryin> extemal fuel tants ani ,clecu 
jetzison then, 


TI. Stati. OF EV STIGATICN 


At 0706 PUST a radiosonce talloon was released fron the Lonr | eae: Municipal 
Airport, This balison was lost at 0747 2ST, eight miles from the aizcort on a 
bearing of 95° true, duc to a malfunction of th. treckine equipment. (-ee voint 
& on overlay.) At this tine the balloon vould have been at ancroxizstely 40,000 
ft. The win!s above 40,00C ft. are unicown but it is lorical to asmom th.t et 
this altitude they will se relatively conctant in direction. Assunin- a relutive 
constant direction of 2769 an2 an aversre velocity of 20 mots above 2,0 ft. 
(the wind at 40,CCO ft, wus 780° at 1 imsts) the vossible flipht on~ of the 
balloon cen be 2lotted on the overlay, 


‘he original sightine by Flisht 1 couli very sossitly have te-n 
as their henlinr wes toward Lony Feach air-ort. ‘the altitule of tn 
tinc of the sirhtine is unmosn but wus protably below 40,000 rt. at 3/57, the 
tine of the oririnal cirphting, the balloon woul! be at 6,000 to 56,41 ft, and 
anoro::inatel; ten -iles cirec"ly aheaéd of the two aircra’t, ‘i 
tins of the balloon canno* Le exclaince, t 
fue to wind shifts Lut these sre s> craiual 
would be apparent rom en airer:.ft us fost as an F-56, 


Referring to the rround track of Flicht 2-A, if a % knot wins cz 270° is 
assumed, at 0210, the an-roximite tine the F-16's sichted the oljees 
TC, the balloon woul? be at B on the overlay. -he bslloon woul? - 
an altitude of &,70 ft. nc nearly straic:t ahead of the airer 
size of the D:llov:, the iintunc2 covl3 have been risjudred and t 


helloon -. 
could have axneare. to Le near lurcc. Ince arain the orbittine —£ <te object 
cannot be exolained. 


The attermted intersent by Flirht 2-B cannot be oxmlsinc, If *22 eround 
track given by the leader of slirht 2-3 is correct it is very du.it*2 that the 
flicht was observing a talloon. “he tine tiat they sirhted the ol jozt is not 
kmown but if tt is assured that tiey flew Lencath the otjcet for 7 utes, 
it is hiphly Joudt%:l that a wins shift of nearly 360° could occur shore GO,090 
ft. to pive the illusion of a t. rn. 


‘She noscibility of this otject being an exnerinental nireratt = se 
southern California aircrast olen:, naval airfielc, or fron sdveris “oree 
Gase was checked with nerstive results, to other ualloons were r- leased in the 
vicinity. 


TII, Soi: I9NS 


With the information availebl., it cannot be concluded th:t the cbject was 
definitely the radiosonde ballocn release? "rom Lon Beach Munict-: 
However, cince the balloon was near the flirht oath of two of the 7 
ami assuzing that the orbittine of the object was an illusion cue % “he relative 
motion between the balloon ans the sircraSt, it can ov concluded tist the univent: 
objcct was very possibly a radios:n‘e balloon. 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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The third atvencted isterce-t, the sxe in witch the object wes followed in 
wide turn, camot be exrizined. 

It is not telieved that further interroration woul: produce any edditional 


sipnificant cetsils due to <ae fact that some of the personnel] involve have been 
transferre overseas and <.s to the tive since *ze incilent. 
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MARSA AES = 23 Senter: ber 1052 


teber 1961 -% 9210 PST, an unidenti 

Colifornic. Four F2c6 nireraft ver: seracbled 
wes. citehted b&. thom over suroc, Sulifornic. On at«sining on altitute of 
43,009 ft. the Fo36"s resorted the object to de 58 Mim Marek aFi «at an 
estinatet altitudes of betuecn 5C,90C £2. avs! £5,000 f re! i:iect appeared 
ty be a sweot wine, “eiphter type aircret*, 


Raziosonde balloons wer Teleascd fron San viero, Long Seach an! Santa 
Maria, California at apcroxi- tease 2700 PST. ALI of th wether ‘stations 
were cheeked by OSI personnel avi Lace pha the balloons were rclease? all 
weather ct: tion nersonnel steted thet it would be very <outtMl if their 


balloons woul] heve trevele? «he course shut the ob feet traveled. 


All of the mafor airer.f2 fectorics ean? instzlle*<ions eon duaaiae @x— 
perinental flight tests were contacted, To exnerinentsl aircraft airborne 
at the tine of 


Addcitionrl information has been requested as to adiltional details of 


the incident such as times anz Locations Curing ‘the Ts aeiciag intercestion 
by the F-£6's snd other rossible bnlloon launching 
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‘D3 Septenber 195)" yey SPs 
oe Report to 0G, 27th dir Div from Gon) 
rollerss; ADOO and 669th: ACLW i Sqasdron = Said 


wie 


5 y dated” Strate 1951 end TWX fron. ‘CG 27th Air Div Soar )-Norton’ AFB-Calge 
Bs he ana fee Consemeence Dereered enh Tiss emery owe Fs 8 
E Sess ee Hew eae : POR Tinted), 
; “At. "y6102;° 23 September * oer ‘en “object * was  pishted ‘and ‘reported over Long Beane 
ontttercis, at 50,000 feet, Four (4) F-86 were dispatched to investigate and sighted 
object over Muroc, California, ene en altitude of 43,000 feet, F-86 sighted 
odject-to be in a constant orbit in the vicinity of March Air Force Base, California, 
at an | altitude between:50,000 Peet and 55,000 feet, Object appeared to be a swept~ 
wings Pisnter=etyve aircraft, 


ee 
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iled to release weather 
ach 


7 Santa Mario, San Diego and Long Seach 
balloons which can easily rise to 50,900 i 
efP-reflection, and can expand greatly if 


od thet can give 
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AIR INTELLIG 


yi 
4a 


cai 27th' sir Division’ (Der), 
Norton‘ AFB, California. ene 


STEELE, his? Gentrolter; 


he bert 
F “The~. ino, cued: Seert san received. ? 
Toth” eee a 3 Aeon The report 


Prom “Ma jor‘LEO:MELZER, Operations. officer, 
tread bacle’ and verified by Major MELZER. > 
esi) AP 
poe a ey a 
checked Edwards 4 at Dispat 
ft Prom Edwards. AFB: in’ flight. °N : 
a di. AFBE”” The: Operations. Officer penned ‘thet’ no experimental 
Bsknowledge’ were * ‘schediiled’ ‘for. ‘glight. Edwards AFS Plicht Dispatcher 
: AFB,” Inyokern, and George AFB’ Operations and * reported that no flight 
a. ‘been ‘airborne fat “the tine that would approximate descriptions given. 
“s. Major MANUSSIER, CO of the 750th ac &it Squadron, aecked G 
-—Edwards- ASB, whether-he-imew of any. Plight to which General 
negative. General BOY suzze 
National Airport be checked, z 
North Americen and Northrup, bu 
and reported that there hed: 
ing with X-1 end X-5; 0, ASGSA 
with the X-5, 


Saar te PERE Ot 


tion reported thet Santa Maria, S 


Edwards AF3 Weather 5 
ere regularly scheduled to release we 
i 
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feet and cen expand "like e house” 
by Santa Maria usually drift : 
ported as sighted. A kite may be 
may give off reflection. 


object (see inclesed statement), who stated the object apneared to be orbiting 
he- sighted it and not going "too fast." Thie was in the March APB area. 
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23 September 1951 


on 23 September we % appreximately a ST a begie was sighted 


get 4 
abeut $50,000 feat | over. Leng Beach < is, “Captain ryhace H Harvey and ny 


asd by Kun pecs ts. panweetiente tais besie, 


WaenG we sige’ bat pees he ‘appeared te. ‘be ever Murec. iaen we 
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ety hte Feacked? ‘an altitude of. 143,000 feot this ebject was in the vicinity of 


March Air Feres Base, 
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’ DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FO HNCLASSIFIED CO — 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 


WASHINGTON 
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL, Cr 
STH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORGE BASE, DAYTON. OMI 


sD 2-21 ¥ f- 20 November 11951. 


- SUBJECT: Sighting of Unidentified Object ab 
'. -*""*Qver Long Beach, California : 3 Ay" 
~ on 23 Septenber ; yi 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Sees Oa oor 


TO: 2 Comnanding Officer " 
Air Technical Intelligence Center 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 

ATTN: ATI ie , : 7 = 


DENOY 1951 


eaigsewy te 


1. Attached hereto for your inf formabien ate two copies of 
the report of investigation by Special Agent FRED T, RAGSDALE, 18th 
OSI District, file 2-129, dated 30 October 1951, subject as above. 


2. No further investigative action is contemplated in this 
case, and the files of the Office of Special Investigations are con- 
sidered closed in instant case. 


3. Attention is invited to paragraph 7, AFR 205-1, dated 1) 
March 1949, which prohibits the disclosure of classified information 
to unauthorized personnel. 


Qo Ankle ; 

1 Incl (in dup) REA A. SCURLOCK q 

R/T, DO #18, dtd 30 Oct 51 Lt Colonel, USAF “a 
Acting District Commander 

Cony to: 5 - a 

Hq OSI w/o abv incl ; 

“4 


Ven Inclosure No, 1 is withdramm or not 

avtacied, the classification 3 aa 
be commegraded 
in accordance 
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On: 23 Seste:sh 
ater Lone Geach, Calif Pour 3 
wus cichted b> them over Muros, Californis. 
42,000:f%. the F-Sé's reported ths object to ° 
estimated altitude of betweon 5C,00C ft. and 
to be a swept wine, fighter tjne aircratt. 


Ueathor 


-*lloon launchings. 
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Hq USAF 18D 24-129, Subject; Sighting of Unidentified Object 


27ADDI 360.1 (30 Oct 51) lst Ind 


HQ 27TH AIR DIVISION (DEFENSES) Norton Air Force Base, San Bernardino, Calif- 
ornia NOV1 1951 


10: CO ATIC Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio 


Forwarded herewith is the Report of) Investigation requested by your 
Headquarters, reference ATIAA-2 Grudge. 


FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL: 


CZ. = 3 
SEPIA Lae = 
= : 2nD LT USAF : 2 
Aset Air Adj Gan - 


’ 


iq vsae 18D ai-ize, ‘Subjects. Siz gating or Uaddentis ied Object 4 


NOVY “1951 


COvatic Bright. Patterson: Al Heres: Basoy, onytone Ohio 


~ rseaesres rad 2 Grud, ors 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON 


THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF 


18th DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 
, - AF SPECIALIZED DEPOT, BOX 310, MAYWOOD, CALIF. 


“1sp 24-129 : ee 30 October 1952 
SUBJECT: Sighting of Unidentified Object 
Over Long Beach, California, 
| On -23.September. 1951. - : 


MESS Hate ' ne > 
TO: Commanding General - , —. 
Headquarters, 27th Air: Division (Defensé} ~~ ee 


= 1. Reference is made-to “your letter of. 2 Y October 1951, entitled 
"High Flying Unidentified Object", your file nusber 27ADD1. 350.15 res 
questing this District Officasga copdnet an- investigation. comeming. 
the sighting of an unidentified object over ted Beach, California, - on 
23 September 1951. 


2. Attached is the original and one copy of a report jwepared by 
Special Agent FRED T. RACSDALE, which sets forth the ) resulte of | our ine 
vestigation pertaining to this. Ess mattera 


= ae 


3. This District Office anti ctpaties aiidasting: no-fuzther- Aavasti- 
gation on this case unless 30 Sa by your heespaxtertz: ae 


1 Incl: 
Rpt of S/a= wep 7 pagspala,. 
dtd 30 Octe i951 ie sap 


ce: Hqs OSI (w/incl) = 
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE -.”. 


_ OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS. 


ors OF nant Meanbline A 


THE INSPECTOR GENERAL D 29 


REPORT MADE BY 


FRED 
REPORT MADE AT ~ 


= BO ABs Narwend, California Ss 


“a 2 Osan 195d « cd Ol Se are 


’ The. - pebenane General, 27th Air Division, ‘Werton AFB, San 
Bernardino, California, requested an investisation conaarne 

ing the sighting of an unidentified object over long Beach, — 
California,-on 23 September 1951. The object was sighted at 
810 hours at 50,000 feet, Four F-36's were dispatched to” 
investigate and “sighted object over Muroc, California, -Attaine 
ing an altitude of 43,000 feet, the F-d6's reported object to 
be in constant orbit in the vicinity of March 4F8, California, 

at an altitude between 50,000 and 55,000 feet. Object appeared 
to be a swept wing fighter type aircraft. A check with aircraft 
manufacturers in the Southern California area revealed that none 
had scheduled test flights of experimental aircraft on the date 
Object was seen, Weather balloons are released by three weather 
stations in Southern California, which rise to a height in ex 
cess of 50,000 feet, It was found that all three of these 
stations released a balloon on the morning of 23 September 1951]. 
The operators of these stations said that thers was a possibility 
that the object sizhted was one of the balloons which had Seen” 
released just prior to the time this object was reportedly seen, 


fe F AGTION COPY FORWARDED TO | Fite STAM? = 
Sieh aie By. 2 | Commanding General | 
(action copies) | 27th Air Division (Defense 


| Has OSI (ATRMAIL) a 


|. Norton Air Force Base 
San Bernardino, Califormia 


—2 oO 8 Replaces AFCSI Form 4, 2 Jal 48, ka PwAy = Sor sae ee ai 


Ly Berea eum iGaratonaa< dated “22 October*1951, requesting this lee : 


Office:to: make an-investigation-concorning the sighting of an unidentified | 
: sobjec ree Tong ‘Beach, eet tran on 23 Sorgen or 19516 ye 
: Sie, Vthiere: ne ; tat T “ale 
+ time’. this. ‘matter, was Serareed: to. ‘this office, the ‘2th. ee 
r On: f hed spate ligeace pater Mnich sets forth the ollow~ slay 3 
: Informtdong : : ae 


mat ‘Ye1oz: 2 ‘Septesber- an, an  obieet was  alghied and Seoerted 
over Long Beach, California, at 50,000 feet. Four (4) F~86 were dis- 
“patched to investigate and sighted object_over Mims, Galifornia.s_ 
~ Attaining an-altituds-of 43,009 fost, F=36- sighted vbjeet to Se Tha ~ 
= constant. orbit-in-thevirinity of Moreh Air Force Hass: DELS: 
at an altitude betwsen 50,000 £ fa 
be a swept-wing, fizhter-type 3.75 


“Santa Maria, San Diego and Long ch are regularly soheduted to 
release weather balloons e easily rise to 50, = saben tS may, have 
-a-kite attached that can e aft perl eetion, and can ex G 
They ars 350 gram dalloons. a - 


aived by Captain J, KR. STESLM,. Chief 
} FR, .Opsrationsa Officer, 750th 
i back and verified by Major MELZEX. 


> .*.4,-"The inclosed report was 
Controller, ADCC, from Major 
AC&W Squadron. Tha repors was 


"Major MELZRi cheeked Edw, ATSB Flight 
:. Tower Operator concerning aircavalt from Zdwards AFS-in 7iisz 
or conventional aircraft had taken off from Edwards AP3,° The 0 
‘Officar confirmed that no expe ri aoa ee airora?t to his knowledge vere 
scheduled for flight. Edwards APS Flight Dispatcher. checked Nellis 
AFB, Inyokern, and George AFS rations and reported that no. flight 
had "been airborne at be tims..that would 2pproximsta.descrizaioas 

- Siven . = : 


SS =a jor } CUssl2A, wor 
: 50%; CG of Edwards AFS,-wh 
BOYD replied .in- the -negative. 2 
can Company at Los Angeles Inte eiahd cial Airy rt be cheriedar 
MELZER checked Bell Aircrart, N.A.C.A-, Douglas, North Ameri 
Nerthrup, but. only an MP at-Northrup answered any of these calls and 
reported that there had been no activity all morning. Bell has been 
. experimenting with X-l and X-~5; N.A.C.A. with the XF-92; Douglas with 
My Shes Db 5585. and eee with the gt 


aw 
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2 ; Seah ‘Fearted’ that’ Santa Maria, San” s 
Diego: and: Long Beach are regularly scheduled to ‘release weather bal- 
«> loons: which’ can easily rise.to 50,000 feet.andcan expand "like a 
Shouse" :if- they. are+350:gram balloons..: Balloons released by Santa _ 
Seni drift over ‘Long Beach’and Riverside, the flight that. | 
yoeteces & as’ eae kite ‘may: be attached to the balloon: asa 


ieee also: Jeroke: t Ge tais pure: one of the ‘pdots’ 
a the’object. “(see Se aeies at ee who: stated the -cbiect 
4 i 


ae 23 September 1951 
"On 23 Septenber 1951. at approximately 0810 ST a bogie was 
sighted about 50,000 feet over Long Beach. I, Captain James H, 
Harvey and my flight of four were SLapetched by Kill Deer to investi- 
_ gate this bogie, When we sighted this bogie he appeared to be over 
Muroc. When we reached an altitude of 43,000 fest this object was 
in the vicinity of March Air Force Base, 


“From 43,000 feet this bogie appeared to be between 50,000 and 
55, 000 feet and also appeared to be a swept-wing, fighter-type air- 
craft. He was also noted to be in a constant orbit, 


"s/t 
JAMES H. HARVEY 
Captain USAF 


"CERTIFIED TRUE COPY: 


/s/ Bthel F. Hoffman 
. ETHEL F. HOFFMAN _ 
“Major, ‘USAF * 


3. © The Air Defense Command suggestad the possi piney that=thi s=eb= 
ject was an experiment al aircraft which Was being test flown for one -of 
the airoraft manufacturing concerns located in this-area, 

he Prom the information set forth above, it will be noted that this 
object was first sighted over Long Beach, The F~36's, after being dis— 
patched to investigate, sighted the object over Muroc, California, which 
is some 100 miles due North of Long Beach. Captain HARVEY, the flight 


“leader, said that when the F-86's attained an altitude of 43,000 feet, the 


object was. sighted in the vicinity of March AFB, The March AFB is some 


i wre . 2 ty ee “ 
125. ‘miles: South ‘and East. of. Maroes theaters: after. naling ‘first sighted, 
ie peothe Object: appeared to travel due North for some 100 miles aod! then South- 
NER ze east for; approximately: 125 miles. bes 
a: 3.5 es oe 
teenie Pe ‘the tollsving? 
tre fe were test te any ~ 


‘ peste Aircraft Company, Inc. 


~ EL Segundo, California 


 Paekhesd Aircraft Company 
» Burbank, California 


* Eughes Aircraft Company 
ulver City, California 
It was found that none.of these companies was test flying sxoex 
‘aircraft on the date this object was seen. The above companies are uader- 
‘contract to build aircraft for both the U. S, Air Forces and U, 3S, Navy. 


ise be%- Special Agent THOMAS J. McARDLE made inquiry at the Consolidated 
/Vultee Aircraft Corporation, San Diego, California a0 and they advised that, 
*~salthough thay were presently working on experimental aircraft, they did not 
“have a flight scheduled for 23 Septenber 1951. 7 
¥ Te Colonel C. E. JACKSON, Air Force Engineering Field Oftite, 5504 
~ ‘Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, advised that he imew of no ese 
‘aircraft which was being test flown on the date this object was 
stated that practically a1] USAF ‘experimental aircraft are test f 
Ecwards AFB, Muroc, California. In this respect, it will be noted 
the 27th Air Division made inquiry at Zdwards 4z3 and thay repo 
no experimental.aircraft was acheduled for-flight on-23- Sevtent 


8. - Special Agent MEDFORD M.. LEAKS interviewed Major: KE 
BROOKS, Detachment Commander, Weather Division, Long Beach AFB, Long 
Beach, California. He claimed that a weather balloon is released oy his 
station approximately every six hours, , He said that his records show that 
one was released between. the hours of 0645 and 0745 on the morning of 23 

September 1951 and that.due to mechanical difficulties, contact with the 
*palloon was lost: at 42,900 feet.) The rate of ascent of this balloon was 
“ig g000: ‘feet: per ‘mimute . pen was. traveling’ ‘in a a ewtras {orth ie ead and ;- 


—- 


i 3 “he WAGoONER, forsenitor at the nee! Beach Weather Sta= = 
tion,” advised’ that ,in:hi's opinion, ; the balloon could not have been more’, 
: oe than eight “miles from’ po: Jong: Beach: at the time his office 
AEE lost: contact. wit mite ® ¥ 


t 


-current s/and:the- wing ‘Speeds, Renta Leetsbelow the balloon on a cord is . 
,attached: ed=y : 


> pee "Special. leent HENRY 0. ees Latervieved Me. P. R. NELSON,” 
General’ Services Meteorologist, Hancock Field, Santa Maria, California, > 
and he advised that his station released two weather balloons on 23 Septen- 
. ber 1951... One was released at 030027 hours (1900 hours Pacific Standard 
Time, 22 September 1951), and on@.was releasad ake pt hours (0705 Pae- 
ific Standard Time, 23 September.I951), The one eased on 22 
, September 1951 attained an altitude of 78,000 2 tacked for 
: , 63 minutes by radio, The one which was release 23 - Sent — vr I9S] re- 
»., mained in the air 74 minutes and attained an : ,000 feeb, He 
said that the course of the balloons would de; ana velocity 
jf and that the average winds from Santa Maria ar 2 Sout heast— 
erly direction. He stated that ib was dou: bal.isons. 


which was released at Santa Maria, which is some 175 i North and’ Wes’ 
of Long Beach, could have traveled from Santa Mar ja South to Long Beach 
then North to Santa Maria, and then South and Nast to March ATB. A des~ 


cription of the balloon at an altitude of some 50,000 fe t. was the same 
as that furnished by Major BROOKS, 


12, Special Agent THOMAS McARDLE was advi 
WEST, Weather Station Officer, Naval Air Station, Ss ; California, 
that his station released a balloon at approximately 0700 hours PST on 
23 September 1951. He claimed that the balloon attained an altitude of 
some 60,000 feet before it burst- San Diego is approximately 150 miles 
South of Long Beach. 


der D, C, 


13. All of the above weather officers st was 2 pogs— 
bility that.the object sighted wee ons of the had bees 
: released, however each stated that it was doubtful because of the course 
which the sighted object reportedly traveled. 

Ue This matter was “coordinated with the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation, Los Angeles, The Office of Naval Intelligence in Los Angeles, and 
San Diego, and the Counter Intelligence Corps, Fort MacArthur, California, 

*\ None of: these agencies :had received any information relative to this matter. 
Fae oe ot in Ae ge sable P oe, oe . . 
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‘feet: in, diameter and the. siaojand shape! would be determined by the wind | 
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1. Reference 1s nade to AP Forn 112, #1, deted 5 Oct 1951, 


= subjects “High Flying Unidentifisd Object", in which the ineijon> 
RESEARCH & DEV." | of on unidentified object sighted over March Air Force Bese on 23 


Sept 1951 is resorted, 


= 2. The possibility of this object being a veathar belloon 

released from Sen Lis-0, long 8 or Santa Meria or tont it wes 
" an experinental airaratt has been investigated, it } 
’ if the object, was 2 balloon, and i% wea not an expe 
Consequently, further investigation of the incident is warranted, 


INTELLIGENCE 


ey ee. +. 
een 3. It 4s requested that the following information be obtatned 
hase Cant as soon ag possible and forvarded to Chief, Air Technical Intelligence 
Center, Attn: ATIAR2c, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio. 
TUIFT-ANO HAUNT a. From what location was the original sighting cf the object 
made? The report states that it was sighted over Iong Beach. How was 
it located, visually or by radar? 


ve b. From what base dia the T-96's take off? \het wea the tine 
of take-off? 


Ge The revort states that the chject was first 
P=86'3 over Muroc, ‘hat wes the tine and location of 
rime of this sighting? How did they determine the object wae over Maree? 


dad. The report sta that vhen the 7636's reached sn altitude 
of 43,000 ft. the object was over March Air Force Base, Did the F~26's 
_ >> | have ‘the object in sight during its run from iuroc to tierch Air Force 
¥ A 7o% Ey Ay La oie 3 ths a bs 
: ae Es ae oe : 1 
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2.8 NOV) jeer 


Wet was the tino vhen the object wa sighted over Merch ATB? 


ee ore 
eke SWere sxx typog of balloons 1amched fron either Horton AFB 
Reet 


: March’ AYS ° severe) hours 
! ore aed AST 


og 


2 r ~ Be ne 


oocurrensee i 
38 mh 4 


ko Teds vecd ined thet chin to the Clee tae hens elapeed Sisoe 
the incident it may be difficult to get data but it is requested that 
every offort be made to obtain information that is as accurnte ag 
possible, 


3 to oxpress its 


6. The Air Technical Intellizence Center wlohe 


of Special Investigations in regard to this incident. 


TOR THE COMMANDING OFFIONR: 


: Pi}. - Wert Le Lady 
inTaTGaKe — S. 3, KIRKM, JR. 
Colonel, USAF 


Chief, Technics). Analysis Division 


SUPPLY AND MAINT, 


they lose 4t end sight Te ccckc ores tests ats Rireo Bese? 


tine of the sighting of the se ebgeet' 


aporeciation for the ccoperstion received by your Command ond the Office 


FROG. & IND, MOB. 
PLNG.* 
i 
| UN! ICLAS {ED 
mgt Te SS oo Ge oad ane oe : 
\ . “as | TRREA COMMANDS WILL LINE OUT | ORIG. FILE COPIES TO ~~) iNitiats ~ EXTRA «| ~~=COFF, SYMBOL TNiTiALS 
ORGANIZATIONAL TITLE NO } | 
i s Lup APPLICASLE — WHEN ~ AoDITIONAL | | RECORDS’ SEC. AGO - | cory 
SPACE 13. NEEDED IN COORDINA--|.’- Wes , Pan SNe vee nl a BE 
THOM BLOCK ® oer ato dee) HQ. BR LAB. BR. RETAINED 
Rev 1 Ape 48) 5 Tome , ns an “ 
EX, Formerly AMC 10-7) ~~ Said ees Eee i peels a ete 
i Wiis APRA 2M - CENTRAL Files COPY 


o* + - - . 5 
bd ® PE ct 2 2 


# 5 y Shadas Repos * 2 
UNC LASSI \FIED - 
fy 
MARCH ‘ORCS BASE = 23 September 1951 


I. LISCUSSION OF It . 


The first report of this incident, which apveared in Status Report No. 1, 
proved to be incommlete and misleading, Further investi-ation has corrected the 
discrepencies and the followin account of the incident is considered to he 


accurate, 


fi At anvroximately 0700 PDST, two F-86 aircraft were scrambled from George Air 
rhs Buse, Gulifornia, on a routine mission. The | Te 2 was vectored to 11s? 
Chi - 33° 50'N by GCI, (See inclosed overlay.) The flirht orbitted the position 
\ end “t30% uo a headine coward Lone Deach Faiio. at anproxinately 0755 5 
¥ Plicht renorted to GOL thet they observed an unicentified oljject hirl 
h ? The flight was 30 seconis out of Lon= Jeech Hadio at this 
~~’ peared to be in a lef: orbit at about 5,000 ft. The objec: 


tin 
» corte not 


“sun by the erount xenars however, visual contact was caintal . The object con- 
pik tinued a left orbit and nassed over tic two sireraft, atten were 
F : ere unsuecessf:l due to %: 


{ the F-S6's to identify the object out 
fe ooject and a fuel shortare. at ancroxinstely 0210 or OSL‘ the 
MW releused by the prouni controller end they returned to ucorre Air Fore 

‘~ y ) ahe abject apneared to be an aireraft with 46° suent wines and tri¢ht silver in 


4 ‘ 
- “color, When last seen the object wes in 4 t orbit, or circiiny to the 
. . The pilot's orinion was that it was a sweot wine tyoe aircraft, 
. 2 
TS 3 At averocimately OS00 POST four additional F-36 aircraft vere scrambled 
chee from George AB to relieve the two ators nentioned Fe36's, > four aircraft 
9 sclit = Bast oes elenents, denoted as F -A an? 
As Flight 2-A wes vectored to a sosition at 117° 20'. and 30° 
NY 7 arrived at this position at arznroxd 3810 and sigh ted tae 
Ss at 1. o'clock at what anpeared to uroc ATL, A stes 
X Was sude to 43,C00 ft. ani tie object was.founc to be near ticre® AF 
é SS ect anneared to be in a controlled orbit *% the richt o lett au 50,000 
AS The two aircraft stayed in the arca for 10-15 uinpies before breat-— 
y the intercent due to a fvel shortece and landed at 0545 Pw. The object 


anneares to be a swept wing aircraft, 


noted as Flight 


ond element of the srotz, 
oon after take-off. The 
ule a series of clinbinr = 
+he a absent was in 2 wice ris 
off the attempted intercept and returr 
ported that the objoct apneared to be round 


aa 


No more interceots were attemnted, A 
¢ razar screen nor was it revorted to Le observed visually fro the ona 


FaS6's, however, were contin ally tracxed by radar, 


- 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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HEADQUARTERS 27th AIR DIVISION (DEFENSE) 
NORTON AIR FORCE BASE . 


He SRE ERSSIHES” 


(estricted) High Flying Unidentified Object 


gaat: k 


Commanding General 
Air Technical Intelligence Center 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 


1. Reference is made to your letter AFCIN-ATIAA~2c dated 28 Nov- 
ember 1951. In compliance with your request, the following information 
is submitted in answer to the questions contained in parsgravh (3) of 
your letter. ions 


“Original sighting of object was made visually at 0715 PST 
from posits over Santa Monica EBay as indicated on attached map overlay. 


be Element making original sighting took off from George Air 
Force Sase at 0700 PST. 


c. Reports that object was directly over Muroc and March Air 
Force Ease were apparently in error, resulting from the difficulty of 
making a land fix at high altitude. (Based on later interrogation of 
pilots by DI of First Fighter-Interceptor Wing, when reports indicated 
both sightings at the same time.) 


d. Paragraph 1 c above applies. 


e. Norton Air Force Base and March Air Force Nase were auerted 
as to the leunching of any type balloon, or any other chject that mi 
have had the appearance of the object. in question, from those bases. 
Norton Air Force Base replied in the negative; March Air Force Fase has 
not replied to date, and their reply will be forwarded to your headqusrt- 
ers immediately upon receiot. However, the nit of the onject, as ccm- 
pared with the prevailing winds indicated, seems to oreclnde the possi- 
bility of the object being a free balloon. 


er CIES 


IAS -FSPF ASF 


: ad 
= (UNCLASSIFIED - 
27ADDI-360.1, Subject: ES canctwire y High Flying Unidentified Object 


still available for questioning, and Sectional Chart indicating signi- 
ficant occurrences, as submitted by the 9lith Fighter-Interceptor Wing. 
(4 correction. of Captain Reichman's statement was later made verbally 
to the DI of the Wing: The nature of the scramble was an Air Defense 
mission, nore Antercept an unidentified Sie sy as originally stated.) 


3.- ‘aso ‘attached is a statement by the Commanding Officer of the 
669th AC&wW. Squadron, which indicates that the maject was never pete 
up by radar.) \:' 


t 
: 
7 
I 
; 
H 
H 
2. Attached are statements of reinterrogation of those pilots 
' 
' 
| 


h. It is believed that this data presents as accurate a report 
} as can be obtained. However, if further investigation is desired, this 
| headquarters will make every effort to obtain additionel information. 
| rs 


“POR PHE COMMANDING CENERAL: SS 
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i 3 Incls. CF ; 

1. Cy 27-ADIV-1tr ZY), 
360.1 dtd-7 Dec or EP MASE 
51, w/Ist-Ind Seige : 
pee oe Avet Air Adi Sea _ 
Dec 51. 

2. Cy ATIC ltr 
AFOIN-ATIAA-2c 
dtd 28 Nov 51 

3. Rot & Interroga- 
tion, High Flying 
Uniden Object, 
quad. 
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a SVS» fA IAS EF 


icy Suein! a 
HEADQUARTERS! 27h. “AIR. Division vGerENse), 
Sgt mide ir 


BERNARDINO, caLr FoR IA 


1. This peceernreeey: has received: a aecuest f 
vostisation of the unider 


1951, and renorted upon by - and I s, ‘Lorin sor te Hayedis ST ad 
comand, t 
2... Tb 13 re@ested thas the following infornsior 


verded as a00n a3- possivdie: 
a. -Criginal at chtings’ how weceivad, time and posi. tions 


~ be: Time and position pf ls ster sightingsy rnc ta. 2 
whether repost or by radars 


. Detaled ropett of action tokens ineliding scranbie 
order, . - * 


“2 Diet nd Pa 

ag fensibis, ts Secthonal Chart shoming flickt ape 

and tines. of sagnificant Occurrences, — : 

3... A_detailed report of the interceotor atten ig a 
requested through the lst Pi ereinterceptor. Wing. 5 

tha two reports, it Js hoped a complete history of the i: 

may be obtained. 


* BY COMIAND OF DRIGADISR SaySRAL HUTCHINS Si 


a 


TPT TRE TID TTR eee 


LDP TRE ep eee rn ea LE ERED! 


alt ernie; ; 


qaateals the'sbject was not msked up TE racare_ 


ss Le ? Swanee Brain “Flite - Was on an tir Defense xissi2a whan ths abject 


Was sighted. Swanee Brown was unable te intercept the edject because sf 3 


high altitude and speed, The ANCC Contralier vas netified-»f tha inclient 


and our attempt te intercept the craft. 


dad. It is net ‘possible for this leak quarters te show the #1i - 
he sbject. Tt was under surveillanc= by the pilst far apprexinat Ly 
sen i15) ainutes. The ae path #as erratic 


he 
tC 
¢ s ea 


. JAMBS H. DAVIS 
rasan Majer UsaF 
F : Ceamanding Officer 


Mme. and poeltain'k at. later sighting : Sviase tren Teader last: 
. “saw the ebject near March Air Ferce Base, Califernia. All sightinzs were 


ut - 


th 


but_in an easterly direstien. 


COF4-FT4 


ate VHF: fren Svanee Brem Lesder abo 


3 Feyes thie “syncs 


21 December 1952 


States “On the 23rd of Septenter 
eee pletion: ox Pee ide eet ee I took off 


y interception ef an unidentified Logie over the Lor 
py ore at area. ay approseimately 0610 I sigited an unidentified: 
¢ Object over: San’ Antonio PEAK California, (li 7degrees 40! 34: 
<; degrees; "20'N). : It” appeared te be at iigewes fect altitude, 


It had a-level flight but orbditiing right. The flicht attanpted 
to intercepts however, at 43,500 feet altituie we broke off 
- -~—-decanse of low fuel. Chject sighted was still shove us, 


3. what actdon did you tate with ACE? when you obserysd tusk 
iow smb had. to bros intercdution | 


Kill Seer waasontacted 2m? informet of om lew-fued: level. 
Tlight waa releszed for Pancake. 


Aer Ge Did FIX Dser aclmowledze your nessaze 7 


Ae Yes, 
Seah aw a Qos bid you. hear my further alerts belng directed by ti1Y Deer 
P he Hoe : 


te What tine was this 7 a= 
~ Ay. Approximately 0925, == a 
Se Did you ses any other military A/C in the vicinity ? 


Se. Monts = = 
2 Sere: you fn Sasis Sai teation WEN ee Bitton aliftas 


Ss A/o iv the vicinity 2 = 


Ae. Wa, 
Q. ‘Whe else, in your particular flight, observed this object ? 
Ae Captain Harvay, Major pam to Korea), and 


JF moving’ a 
Speed. It was oval shaped with a mene th color,like alumimr. 


? 


Sineassihey: 


A Cont'd, maar asked us to Sadentity, ane we found that 


@, Do. you “chats it there were ay other iehaccukine air borne 


fag about, the Led. aeoee: when yousrors a Intercept Seromb 


Mo-athers from 6 Caorgs A.Ps De = 
Gy Saparate flights? — tae 
Ae > Yasy>a separate flight. - = 
Ge 55 you Know is they wers avare of the prox 7 = this vbject? 


- AL” Ho, Howersr, they hed otzhted it at-Long Besch and they 
had sighted it before ua. 


Q. Can you give ME the seouences of Vectors if eny given you 
by ACZ or any other such agencies? 


ry 


A. There were no Vectors given by Siiders-because odj- cb-was not 


reflected in the radar SCOpey.. 


Qe Po you know at your flight wae observed <ildars scope? -> 
Shes : T dea't wars tat = 


a = ar: you ever remus 


e2= Yesy-and they have-given ua 2.position 7ixe- — 


&.° What do you think your object sirht sd. could “have 
eae. and its petite’ 


73. Sept. SL '1500% 0709 hrs Pecttic Tino 
. 200 4.3, = = 0,200 f. Los Angeles Area 
Long Beseh— Win fron due Vest 270 degross ai, 2. inote. = 


Phonenix=—- ® " . 2 29 ” e735 8" >> 
Las Vegese- = 7 " ” * ORO " 2 25 8 5 
indicating these winds were constant fran West to 185s 


(Note) a, Thais is at variance with Cuthrig who reported objec? 
orbitting to right.(item free talloon), 

b.  Reiciman reported "object" orbitt ‘nz Jeft would be 
mere correct.(ite: free belloon) 

@. Hervey's report--objoct over /M.A.F.B. could not, or 
at least eliminates (item frea balleon) 


HOMS ALOPT—12 hours later..fa. C300Z 2hth or 1900 Pac Tine 
23 Sept 5l. 

Winds change to New with no appreciable increase in 
velocity, except Tuscon. «winds wp to 45 Icots. 


TREATIES olor » wore MRE 55 55 dearess ; generally in beth eases, 


cuis. ¥. Chaar 
Major USA? 
intelligence Officer 
ist. Fir-Intep. Wing. 


~UNCEASSIFIED "> oy eee 


_ Cs 
ce 
a 
} 
: 


Vivetr 


Ls are tla Te herewith. 


be Nap 
c. Cverlays 
iy 2. Pilots wera latery 


Intelligence brs ficer of the ls 


FOR THS COMMANDING 


Incis: 
A, Statements by? 


Farvey 
2 Cuthrie 
ot, Cmer Se Reichman 


9uTH FIGHTEA-INTCEPTUR SQUADRGL 
‘George. Air’ poser peaey California ° 


‘Ratelenes letter 27 sp91-360.2. 


a, Statement of ottets making observation 


OFFICER: 


d. Weather Rept. 


gated by Hajor Ch PL Cds 
& Sighter-Interceptor tiing. 


3 gels pay Ye 


WLD 3, THIS 
Captain run" USAF 
Intelligence Officer 


UNCLASSIFIED - 


The attached reports: 


Ta i A RSIS RT BET i Perec Se One 


§5 
22 


mai 


Pros 43,00 


3000 foet and 


"On 23 Scptenber 1951. 


: ane 


“ eas 


Deer. to investigate.this bogie, 


roa athe “ 


“yeached an altitude of 43,000 foot, this ‘object’ was in the vee of 


“Mach Air” Force Bases, 


) feet this bogie appears 


to be between 50,000 ond 
also appeared to be a swept-wirs, fighter-typs aircraft. 


constant orbit, 


ad wy the Lon 


approximately 117° 30 w 


Did you see this object? 
Yes. 
Wha pc 


seition waavit, in relation. to you? 


14% and very high. 


“What was your heading at that tive? 


3402 Compass leading, 


(2 Ss marc 


wid you ht? 


alert the rest of your flisz 


Tes, i dids 


3y what method? 


& “UNCLASSIFIED ee 
; tifa rp 

ee your Fla ght Koger your 

Aa Xe3 
1334 


Q that hap-4ned. “ere you able to intercept? 
lL. Noeeebecause ws had external 


the hizhest we could gst. Plu 
had dropped our tanks, 1 believs w 
higher altitude. 


and 43,209. fo 
Jel shortages. < 
could have attained - 


a) 
ec 
ego 


Q, Did you ask permission to drop tenka? 
a Did Control instruct you to de 307 


Ay Wo, A 


Se. “pid os A sight of object at ony tims? 
Ay Nox * 


Qe ee long did you remain in area with obj :ct? 


A. | don't know exactly, out.at. least 10 to 15 minutes. Jos 
-’ Being able to climb hizher, wa hroks off the intercept 
because of the fuel wevetaety: and toturned Pr) =a2¢e 


‘Did Kill Deer release you, or what coma did you hava with 


es when: ‘aeeeaed Pee our Seaitton” 
pat ote dntore you a new eatercdaeion was ee: progress? 


re 


eed 


esp UNCLASSIFIED 


- 


The F-56's were unable to clinb to the estinated altitude of the odject 
due to the fact that they were carryinz external fuel tanks and elected not to 
jetcison then, 


II, SvaiUG OF TVESTIGATION 


At 0700 PUST a radiosonde balloon was released from tre Long leach iunicipal. 
Airport. This balloon was lost at 0743 DST, eight miles from the airport on a 
bearing of 95° true, due to a malfunction of thse tracking equionent, (Lee Point 
A on overlay.) At this time the balloon would have been at aporoxizately 40,000 
ft. The winds above 40,000 ft. are unmown but it is logical to assume thet at 
this altitude they will be relatively constant in direction. Assuming a reletive 
constant direction of 270° and an averare velocity of 30 ‘mois above 4l,000 rt. 
(the wind at 40,000 ft. was 280° at 41 imots) the possible flight oath of the 
balloon can be plotted on the overlay, 


= he orijrinal-sighting by Plicht 1 could very nossibly have bern, tie + 
gs cheir heading was toward Lonr Peach Airport. ‘the altitude of the F-dols 
tike ofthe sfchting-as unimow but ves probably below 40,000 Pi, at OFb', 
tine of the oricinal sirntinr, the woul] be at 50,900 to 55,006 ft 
enoro:cimately ten riles cirec- i the t : 
tinr of the balloon cannot Le Tained. “he balloon woul) make a gradual turn 
Ste to wind shifts bit these are s> craiual thet it is doubthl Lf the movenent 


ee oy 


vould be. avnarent fren an airer:.ft as fust as an T-36, 


the arent 9: 


Referring to the fround track of fi if a % knot wind 
y . 


assumed, at 0210, the ancroximate time the F-J6's sighted the object i 
=A 


TS, balloon world be at B on the overlay, +he balloon youl’ rroty ily be at 
an altitude of 6,000 ft, snc nearly strairnt ahead of the sircrart, ue to the 


size of the b:llow, the Jicstancs could have beon misjudred and the balloon 
could have scnearec to be newr iurce. Ince afain th Ditting of the object 
cannot be carlainedc. . 


+ 


@ attermted intersent by Slicht 2=B cannot 
track riven ly the leader of /li- is correc 
flicht was observing a balloon. -he tine that t 
Imown cut if it is assumed that flew beneata 

ler 


Ifthe ground 


“ul that the 


ct is not 
minutes, 


Z oncur above 60,090 


ar 


itis hiphly coudtfil that a wv: 
— 


it. W tive the itlusion of at 


TIi, SonsLu TONS 


Losnnde balloo 
the balloon wis nea Rt cath of two of the > r 

=) nat the orbittine of the object was an illusion due to the relative 
motion between the balloon and the aircraft, it can be concluded that the uniJdentifi 
object was very possibly a radiosonde balloon. 


~In aia ‘prospection, it. would tit within’ ‘the erie of a 
on sight. ; 


tS Oa What altitude do you estimate object was at? 


“he “80-55, 009 feet. = 


» Your altitude at this tine rs 43,000 ?sat. 


Nes, it wea, - 


ss That would indicate Acpruminataty 12,008: feat di Mfarsnece < 
betwaen aca N and th ob}: st? 


= Se. 


Hat -was the geather-and + 


on Clear and mllaited, 


) Qo -In your own opinion Captain, what do you dedvice it(the 
: shsect) could have been? . 


ONCLASSIED. 


« 


a 


we UNCLALSIFIED.. ° 


.. Long “tench paets at ,approxiaately sc? eee At a period 30 
seconds pe tong Beach Range, ZX saw this. object at 12 %/c high 
above Mey . It appeared to be in a left orbit of an undaterment spoed, 
at above 50,0 COO Lest altitude, It continued on a left orbit and 

passed directiy over me, port to starvoard, It a: peared to haves, swept tack 
wing of cog and a very bright silvsr coloring—-1ik ce sun reflecting 

ie wakale “The prespeniich of the objset soewed very far away. 
<2, Did the pilot of your sleneat also gsc this object? 
Yes. (NametJack G, Rico't, Castaic, ) ow Ty MAXWELL Ard. 
“Q... Dad you attract his attention to the object? 
he “Yas, I did, pies gg 


te Lid you satisfy boas he saw and reenmts ad obtact : 
: as ous? == aot 
RY did, 


Qe How did-you nocompessh tads? 
aA, Over the radio, 3 Foi? ; 
Qs Is that. on. the: pane channel. as Ka Deer? 


4 itt uk 


es. Ti called this Su siteatton ‘into them Tey Hogered but. 


vit 


a 


. 


he 


4 : 
Crs cht the tire pt celled in oy poedtion. 


Dad you ‘nétice any vanuevers from this object? 
2 Boe: It continued in a left Pe tea 


“E-pasaed withia 20 mibes 


—=not se obtect theoes= ==: 
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~a@=-state of turm 


report, 


Did you lose sight of the object. 


No. I left because of fuel shortage, and object was still 
in &- port ont pass vate hanarban a it. . 
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FROM: (Originator) 


VATTAA-21-32. “his Cantar has been informed that your station lmmebed a water 


batloon tetton C445 td 0745 2ST on 23 Sent 1952, and thet it wea lost a% 42,900 


fest, I is remiss tet. Tet cots exact Ceatetis be fomvarind yy sad. es soon op 


tessible Sor use in hich rriority classified sroject, Tsfornaticn ssedod ina 


a. lmet tine of Immch, 


co. Tine and lscation when balloon was lest. 
a, Vinds aloft. 

@ Fate of assent. 

f_ Type of “salison. 

Is rocly sefer ta Srojoct Grutce, 


“Tinrormation 


b, Ground track of balloon until it ws lost. Be 
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DETACHMENT 10-6 


1OTH WEATHER SQUADROW 
LONG BEACH MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 
LONG BEACH CALIFORNIA 


4 December 1951 


Flight of Weather Balloon (Project Grudge) 
ide ie 

Commanding Officer 

ATIC Wright Patterson AFB 
Ohio 


1. Reference your TVX 30 November 1951, The following 
information is submitted: 


alloon is shswn_in enclosed graph. 


station, bearing ninety-five (95) degrees. 
d.° Winds Aloft: = 


Height Direction 
SFrc 160 deg 
1000 140 
2000 140 
3000 
4000 

- 5000 
6000 
7000 

-. 8000 

_.. 9000 

10000 
~-.12000 
~> 14000 
~ 16000 
18000 
20000 
25000 
$0000 
35000 
40000 


Rate of ascent was 1000 fest per minute. 
Type of balloon used was ML-s9l. 
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: SSIFIED 
The third attennted intercent, the one in which the object was followed in 
a wide turn, cannot be explained, 


It is not believed that further interrogation would produce any additional 
significant details due to the fact that some of the personnel involved have been 
transferred overseas and due to the time since the incident, 
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Surface Calm 

1,000! 1009 = 2K 

2,000! 130° = 2K 

2,500' 200° = 3K 

4,000! 340° = 6K 

4,500* 340° = TK 

6,000! 340° = 7K 

7,000* 340° - 7K 

8,000 - 390° = 4x — = 
8,500 2409 - 2K 

10,000! 1909 - 8K 

12,000" 220° = 14K 

14,000! 220° ~ 13K 

16,000 2309 = 6K 

18,000 240° - 6K 

20,000 230° = 6K 

25,000 270° = 10K 

30,000 270° — 5K 
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BEFORE De cy age REQUIRED, Se IM 
M1BR AT 26 SEPTEMBER 51 Bei yo 
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CITE 27 ADDI 


IN COMPLIANCE WITH PROVISIONS: OF ASC LETTER 200-1, DTD At APRIL 2951, 
TIE FELG InFo om UNCONVENTIONAL UNIDENTIFIED HICH ALTITUDE ACFT 1S 
PEPORTED, AT 1$102, 23 SEP 1951, AN OSJECT WAS SIGHTED AND- REPORTED 
CVER L SEACH CALIF, AT 50,000 FT. 4 F-sS WERE DISPATCHED TO INVESTIGATE 
AND SIGHTED OBJECT OVER NUROC CALIF. ATTAINING-AN ALTITUDE OF “43,000 FT, 
F-36. SIGHTED OBJECT TO BE IN A CONSTANT ORBIT IN THE VICINITY OF MARCH 
AIR FORCE 3ASE AT AN ALTITUDE SETGEEN 50,000 AND 55,000 FT. OBJECT 


APPEARED TO SE A SWEPT-WING, FIGHT=R-TYPE ACFT. WRITTEN REPT TO FOL 
IN ACGORDANCE WITH PAR 5A (2) OF ABOVE CITED ADC LETTER 


*® o©e @ @88 680% @ 860 8@ @ @ 
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SPACE ABOVE FOR COMMUNICATIONS CENTER ONLY 
FROM: (Originator) 
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© REFERS TO: MESSAGE: Fie A, 

i CLASSIFICATION 


Following teletype message from 27th Air Division, Norton AFB, california, is quoted 
in-part_ in references At 16102, 23 Seo 1951, an. object was. sighted and reported over 
thax Bees’ California, at 905000 ft. Four 7-96 were dispatched to investigate and 
sighted object over Muroc, California. Attaining an altitude of 3,000 ft, F-26 
sighted object to be in a constant orbit in the vicinity of March Air Force Base 

at an altitude between 50,000 and 55,000 ft. Object appeared to be a swept-iring, 
fighter-tyve aircraft. Advise by teletyve concerning any aircraft in the vicinity F 
of Murce from 1,00 to 1700Z, 23 Sep 51 which corresponds to quoted sighting. Cite 


ATIAA~-2a Grudge. 
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Lte Jerry W. Cummings 
sywack. TELEPHONE orca.tme MURRAH S. STUROIS, Capt, USAr” 
ATIAA-2a 65376 Air Adjutant General 
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Col Willis called and left the ‘following message: 


"We have a cable from Maywood Calif., No. 85128, concerning a sighting 
at Oakland, Calif. on 23 September 1951." You are to be at the teleconference 
this afternoon between ATICand Capabilities Branch with enough information 
concerning this sighting on 23 September 1951. If possible, have the evaluation 
of it... Ms Sih) pk oa Eh j { 4 
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$27 apo 3318. 
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hy MOSGANT Sy. ‘grunors, ‘Captain, USAF 
ee Generel, ae 


" Request you contact OSI District Office Number 18 at Maywood, California, for 
“complete field investigation to compliment information in cited teletype. It 
is desired that OSI, in addition to their ordinary procedure, check the possi~ 


--<bility of experimental aircraft originating from any of the California airfrane 
- mamfacturers, We have elininated experimental aircraft frem luree APB. In 


_ reply cite ATIAA-2 GRUDGE. 
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iM CS 27TH ADIV DIF NORTON AFB ou 


TO COQ ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB DAYTCN cHIO-—— 
27ADDI 15975 PD 
AFOIN-ATIAAT1S-15E CMA 13 DIST OSI ADVISE THAT CASE 


PP BS PD RPT W/B SUBND THRU THIS HQ O/A 34 OCT 51 


7 : se dighes ety “ 2o7e ata aren 
1 Oct 51 \ 
REFERENCE ATIC ITEM 3 THIS TT. Fs tSap ITEM 23 
THESE SIGHTINGS APPEAR TO BE THE Same, UNCLASSIFA as 


«WHAT IS YOUR: EVALUATION? YOU WILL NOTE THAT 
cumrre CABLE yRow Ost WAS FORWARDED EARLIER AG 
. GIIDN 
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FM CG 27TH ADIVY DEF NORTON AFB CALIF 


TO CG ATIC WRIGHT. PAT. AFB OHIO ~~~ 
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DI 2515 REF LTR AFOIN-ATIAA~2C - 
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REF LTR THIS HQ 27ADDI 362 PD 1 CMA DTD 21 DEC 5i PD IN REPLY 
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DE JWPNT 316 


TO PAR ONE EASY OF CITED LTR CMA MARCH AFB SBMD NEG REPT PD 


F Ne Lous eons Jaume ad PY bet Piancs AFB 
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ATIN COL ¥ILLIS sala 6 


~~~ ~ARIAA/RUPPELE.~ 
ATIC HAS NO INFO ON SIGHTING AT OAKLAND manthy 
CALIFORNIA ON 23 SEPT 1951. ONLY REPORT 
WE.WAVE IS SIGHTING OVER MARCH AFB ON 
23 SEPT. IN THIS INSTANCE F-86 ATTEMPTED 
TO INTERCEPT CLIMBED TO 43,999 FEST 
BUT OBJECT WAS AT AN ESTIUATED 58 To TO 55,999 
FEET. APPEAR 
FIGHTER, UNCLASSIFIED INFORM ATION 
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Iron 9 anc mee, 


[?-272 
FLOM LT RUPPELT ine sees 
To ATTN COL WILLIS : ATIAA/RUP PELT 
| REF: CSAF ITEM 13 CLASSIFIED 
\ ATIC IS CONDUCTING INVESTIGATTON: INFORMATION 
| EDWARDS AFB CONTACTED AND NO FXPERIMFNTAL 4 FORMATION 
AIRCRAFT JERE IN THE AREA. WEATHER iy 
BALLOGNS ARE LAUNCHED AT 37239 PST BUT IS 
IS DOUSTFUL THAT THE PALLOCN YOULD RISE 
| TO 59,999 FEET IN 19 MINUTES. AS TIME OF 
| SIGHTING WAS 9719 PST. THE TYPE OF BALLOON 
LAUNCHED RIS¥S AT ABOUT 1,909 FEET PER MINUTE. 
ANY OTHER INFO DESIRED, ATIC IS STILL 
INVESTIGATING - 18TH DISTRICT OSI ADVISES 
THAT FULL REPORT WILL BE FORWARDED ABOUT 
j3B-OCT 1951. : NCL 
, END ITH 9 anc /SSE, 
“ITEM 1g Ant AERIES.,. TT-272 
: a 31 dot 5i 
\ REF CSAP ITEM 4 AMC I'ZEM 10 
> 77 
IN REGARD TO POLICY, ATIC UY ST RAPR RE EES 
THE POLICY YAS FOR ATIC TO CON j 
DISTRICTS DIRECT AND PFQUEST FURTHER 
INFORMATION ON SIGHTINGS. ATIC DOTS NOT 
CONTACT CSI ON ALL SIGHTINGS, ONLY TIIOSE BA ie | 
THAT APPEAR TO BE IMPORTANT. WE 2FALIZE OShwr’ ” TOR \y) 
OTHER DUTIES..THEY HAVE BEEN VERY os OTT TY bet iON 


OOPERATIVE AND HELPFUL IN THE PAST 


Fit 10 NC 


"PRIORITY BASIS AND WE ARE CONTACTING ACFT MANU- 
FACTURING CONCERNS IN SOUTHERN CALIF TO DETERMINE 
JF OBJECT COULD HAVE BEEN EXPERIMENTAL ACFT. 
MSO" CHECKING POSSIBILITY THAT OBJECT COULD 
HAVE BEEN WEATHER BALLOON, THIS OFFICE WOULD 
APPRECIATE RECEIVING ADVISE YOUR HQS AS TO ANY 
POLICY WHICK MAY HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED ON THE 
HANDLING OF MATTERS SUCH AS THIS, OTYER 


THAN THE ESTABLISHED POLICY CONCERNING THE 
HANDLING OF UNCONVENTIONAL-ACFT TYPE CASES." 


END CSAF ITSM +AuGMM 0) ASSIFIED 
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THE FOLLOWING IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORHATION ASTAA/RUPPELE 


AND ACTION aN ue se UNCLASSIFIED 
"FROM DO 18TH OSI MAYWOOD CALIF THIS a ee 


DIST IN RECEIPT OF REQ FROM: CG 27 AIR, DIV NORTON AG HE 
AFB SAN BERNARDINO CALIFORNIA grecEStinc IN- 


VESTIGATION CONCERNING THE SIGHTING OF AN 
CaJSCE-OVER LONG BEACH-CALIF- On: 23: SEPT Ste 

EQ MADE BY LETTER RECEIVED THIS OFFICE 25 OCT 

51. AT 0810 HOURS 23 SEPT 51 AN OBJECT 

WAS SIGHTED OVER LONG BEACH AT 59,900 FT. : 
4 F=86"S VERE DISPATCHED AND SIGHTED OBJECT 

QER MURCC CALIF, ATTAINING AN ALTITUDE OF 

43,000 FT, F36"S SIGHTED OBJECT TO BE IN 

CONSTANT ORBIT IN VICINITY OF MARCH AFB CALIF 

AT AN ALTITUDE BETWEEN 50-55,000 FT. OBJECT 

‘PPEARED TO BE SWEPT WING FIGHTER TYPE AIRCRAFT. 


AIR DEFENSE COMMAND HAS REQUESTED YE CHECK se c\ED 
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POSSIBILITY OF UNCLAS 
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PERIMENTAL ACFT O2SINATING 


- “FROM AIRFRAME MANUFACTURERS THIS “AREA. THEY ALSO 
SUGGESTED POSSIBILITY OF THIS OBJECT BEING 
A WEATHER BALLOON WHICH ARE RELEASED BY 3 
WEATHER STATIONS THIS AREA PERIODICALLY, 
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